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Dear Fathers, Sisters, Brothers and Lay faithful,

Greetings of Peace and Joy in the Risen Lord!

First of all I thank everyone of you for your greetings and good wishes on the occasion of
Easter, my Birthday last month and also yesterday on the day of my Priestly Ordination
Anniversary. Love heals, love strengthens and love makes us go forward with a resolute
mind. During the sickness I suffered for the past 20-25 days I felt your closeness to me in a
very special way. The Lord has heard our prayer and given me good health. Hope I will be
back to my normal work in a few days. Thanks for your prayers. Let’s continue to pray for
each other and support one another.

I'm deeply saddened by the sudden demise of our beloved Fr Thomas D’Souza on 12th
of April last. Having spent 27 years of his priestly service in Mangalore, he had volunteered
to work for this diocese and continued to work for 21 years with devotion, commitment and
a lot of creativity. Helped the needy people quietly whenever he could. I never heard him
speaking ill of others anytime in my association with him since the seminary days. He
cautioned of the dangers we may have to face like an elder brother and this made me go to
him for an exchange of views. So much can be said about Fr Thomas. I just believe, with
the satisfaction of the work he did as a priest which he expressed to me a few days before
his death, I believe, he will intercede for us, for all of us in this Diocese that he loved. Rest
in Peace, rest in the bosom of the Heavenly Father dear Fr Thomas and do intercede for us.

Covid 19: The Corona Virus Second wave: has devastated our Country and has made it the
worst hit Country in the world with over 4 lakh people daily getting infected and over 4000
deaths recorded daily. The virus is at our door steps. Let’s take all precaution first to save
ourselves from this pandemic, and also educated our people to protect themselves from this
dreaded illness following some basic health care regulations such as: wearing the mask

keeping distance, daily steaming, breathing exercises, drinking warm water etc. Please
educate people to go in for a checkup as soon as symptoms appear and take doctor’s
prescription. All should be able to overcome the sickness with the simple prescriptions.
Negligence can do great harm for us. The Holy Father is urging us to surrender our families
to the Lord’s mercy and protection in our daily prayers. He alone can save us from this
pandemic.

Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of May: Let us pray that those in charge of
finance will work with governments to regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens
from its dangers.

The Month of May and Devotion of Rosary: The month of May is dedicated to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, our loving mother. All catholic families have a special devotion of Rosary
Prayer in churches and families everywhere in the catholic world. Her maternal heart is full
of love and mercy for her beloved children. She is always waiting for us to turn to her for
her motherly guidance and constantly presents all our prayers to her dear son, Jesus. Mary
is known as the ‘Gate of Heaven’. We need Mary to guide us to heaven so that we may not
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single day, imploring the intercession of our Blessed Mother for an end to this pandemic
which has already lasted over a year and taking away thousands of lives of the people
around us.

May 7th a day to be observed as one of Prayer and Fast: The Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the
president of the CBCI has requested all the churches and catholic families to observe May
7t as the Day of prayer and fast imploring the Lord to free us from the Corona Pandemic
taking away thousands of lives every day in our country. A prayer service is also attached
for help during the Adoration you may be holding. Kindly inform the people about it and let
the people also join us_in prayer. (Copy of the Cardinal’s appeal and prayer format is
attached)

Pope approves 7 new invocations to Litany of St. Joseph. On the feast of St. Joseph the
Worker, on May 1, the Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments added 7 new invocations to the Litany in honour of St. Joseph, with the
approval of Pope Francis. The initiative comes during the Year of St. Joseph which Pope
Francis declared from 8 December 2020, to 8 December 2021. The new invocations,
originally in Latin, are as follows: Custos Redemptoris, Serve Christi, Minister salutis,
Fulcimen in difficultatibus, Patrone exsulum, Patrone afflictorum, Patrone pauperum. These
could be translated as: Guardian of the Redeemer, Servant of Christ, Minister of salvation,
Support in difficulties, Patron of exiles, Patron of the afflicted and Patron of the poor.

The Ascension of the Lord: (15th May) a feast that gives us s sure faith that Jesus has
accomplished the mission and has gone back to the Father giving us a mandate to preach
the Gospel to the ends of the world. Let us thank Jesus for being with us as he promised
“Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age..” (Mt. 28:20)

Pentecost Sunday (231 May) Pentecost marks the era of the Holy Spirit powerfully present
in the church and also the birth of the church, the new people of God chosen from all the
nations. The Spirit is ever present in the church satisfying every soul that thirsts,
showering bountiful blessings and charisms keeping the church ever vibrant. Let’s
celebrate the Pentecost with due faith and solemnity and with a desire for fresh outpouring
of the Spirit in all the church.

The Most Holy Trinity Sunday (30t May): Our God is a Trinitarian God ! On Trinity
Sunday, we ponder how the Holy Trinity, the three persons of the Holy Trinity together
accomplished the mystery of Salvation, and we give Glory to God the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. It is day not so much to try to understand the mystery of the Holy Trinity,
but rather understand, appreciate gratefully the unity of the three persons: the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit fully involved in the redemption of the sinful humanity

Visitation of Blessed Virgin Mary: (31st May) The theme of the Visitation feast centers on
Mary responding to the prompting of the Holy Spirit to set out on a mission of charity. This
visit was to bring divine grace to both Elizabeth and her unborn child. As we celebrate this
feast let us pray that we may become true missionaries like Mary and our presence may
bring grace and blessing to the people.

Covid Vaccine: will be given free for all those who are above 18 years in government
hospitals. Let us not neglect our health and also the health of others by refusing to be
vaccinated. Instead, let us give the news of availability of vaccines at taluka hospitals and
PHCs
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We have resumed streamlining the Sunday Mass through the Diocesan YouTube Channel.
Kindly motivate people to participate in the Eucharist at least once a week.

Hearty thanks to Fr Lukas (Ekamba Mission) and Fr Naveen (Santpur Mission) who will be
leaving us to serve their home diocese Bengaluru around 12th of this month. They
cooperated very well in spite of all the mission challenges and inconveniences. Thanks to
you dear Fathers Lukas and Naveen and we wish you all the best. Like a good foundation,
the experience of mission life will always be a happy memory for you in your priestly life.

[Please note, due to Covid illness and Lock down all transfers will take place in the last week
of May.

Blessing of St Ann’s (New) Church at Vijayvapura : We blessed the new St. Ann’s Church at
Vijayapura on 13th April along with His Grace Arch Bishop Peter Machado who was the
main celebrant, Bishop Francis Serrao and Provincial Superior of the Jesuits and other
Jesuits of Karnataka Region. All the religious sisters of Bijapur Mission, and the local
community were present. The Inauguration ceremony was graceful and beautiful. The new
church is a beautiful house of the Lord at Vijayapura and it would surely attract many
tourists and pilgrims coming to the city. We thank the Jesuits of Karnataka for this
beautiful church and congratulate Rev. Fr. Antony Das SJ., James Gonsalvez SJ and all the
fathers and sisters who worked for it. I earnestly pray and wish the church soon becomes
full with local faithful coming to worship the Lord.

Necrology :

T Fr. Thomas D’Souza, 74 years serving at Bhalki mission passed away and is gone to the
Eternal Abode on 12th of April. The end came suddenly, but it was a peaceful death. May
his soul Rest in Peace! We pray for him, offer our hearty condolences to Fr. Fredrick
D’Souza. His nephew and all the members of bereaved family. (Please find the obituary
attached to this Circular)

T Mother of Rev. Sr. Reena John SAB, the Superior, Shahabad Community departed on 4th
of April. May her soul Rest in Peace. Hearty condolences dear Sr. Reena and all the
members of the bereaved family.

T Mr. Edward Lobo brother of Mons. Stany Lobo, VG, passed away on Sth of April at Ujire.
May his soul Rest in Peace. Hearty condolences to Fr. Stany and all the members of the
bereaved family.

T Sr. Kavita Csst. Hails from Indranagar, Bangalore. She did her profession in 1986,
thereafter she served in Polibetta, KushalNagar Siddapur, Mysore, Kumta, Mandya, Ganjam
and Mariapura. She was transferred to St. Joseph Convent last year and has been serving
as Head Mistress of English Medium School. She was known for discipline and hard work.
Hospitalized due to Corona on 23rdof April to St. Philomena Hospital, Bangalore, both of her
lungs badly affected. Her condition worsened day by day in spite of all possible medication.
She breathed her last on April 30th Friday at 10:00 am. The Diocese of Gulbarga remains
indebted to her for all the services rendered by her. We pray for the repose of her soul. May
her soul rest in Peace. Hearty condolences to all the CSST Sister at Gulbarga

7+ P aan
Kripalaya, Bishop House T Robert Miranda
Bishop of Gulbarga




[ HAPPY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY ]

Date of Ordination Names of the Priests ‘
01-05-2018 Fr. Deepak Furtado, Bhalki
01-05-2018 Fr. Roshan D’Souza, Bishop’s House
03-05-2014 Fr. Divya Karunesh OFM, Halbarga
04-05-1978 Bp. Robert Mirnada, Bishop
04-05-2010 Br. Vincent SHJ (Profession), Jewargi
10-05-1990 Msgr Stany Lobo, Bishop’s House
11-05-1979 Fr. Stany Goveas, Shahabad
[ Happy Birthday ]
Date | Birthday Babies Date | Birthday Babies
02 Sr. Mea Josephine SCCG, MTCH 17 Sr. Lydia Cutinha UFS, Shahapur
02 Sr. Pricilla BS, Jalasangi Mission 17 Fr. Alwyn D’Souza SJ, Sidagi
05 Sr. Angeline Lobo SCCG, MTCH 19 Sr. Reshma SRA, Santpur
05 Sr. Irene D Sa UFS, Vijayapra 22 Fr. Teyol Machado SJ, Vijayapur
07 Sr. Winnifred D’Souza SCCG, MTCH 22 Fr. Vincent Balaraj Cap, Halbarga
11 Sr. Florence D’Souza, Kankal 23 Sr. Freda AC, Bidar Mission
11 Sr. Ancilla Pais AC, Bidar 24 Sr. Sangeetha Fargos, Kaudiyal
13 Sr. Rita Mendonca FMM, Udbal 26 Sr. Arputha FMM, Chincholli
13 Fr. Prashanth OFM Cap , Halbarga 27 Sr. Teresa UFS, Kawdiyal
13 Fr. Saji A.George SDB, Gulbarga 29 Fr. Benedict SAC, Muchalamba
13 Theresa D’Souza SAP, Kawdiyal 30 Sr. Mini Mathew FMM, Itga
13 Fr. Praveen K.J SDB, Yadgir 30 Fr. Puthur Joshy SDB, Yadgir
14 Sr. Justine D’Silva SCCG, Kankal 31 Sr. Arpana SHM, Sedam
15 Sr. Julie SJC, Vijayapura 31 Br. Vincent SHJ, Jewargi
16 Sr. Stella Mathias SCCG, Kankal 31 Sr. Lincy Antony, Yadgir
16 Fr. Vimal Andrew SDB, Chikpet

OBITUARY
“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.....” Romans 6:23

Fr. Thomas D’ Souza completing his journey of life went to the Eternal Abode on 12t April
2021 at 6.20am, at Arogya Matha Seva kendra, Bhalki due to severe cardiac arrest after a
short illness that he experienced for a week long.

He was born at Bela Parish of Mangalore Diocese on July 1947 25th to Mr. Baptist D’Souza
and Mrs. Piyad D’Souza as the youngest child among the five children. He has two elder
brothers and two elder sisters. Among the sisters, one sister has left to the heavenly abode
few years back.

He belonged to the family who generously gave their children to serve, in the vineyard of the
Lord. His elder brother Mr. Joseph D’Souza’s second daughter Sr. Juliana works in the
missions at Nepal. His second brother Mr. John D’Souza’s children Fr. Fredrick D’Souza
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who belongs to the Diocese of Mangalore and is serving in Gulbarga Diocese, Fr.
Jayaprakash D’Souza belongs to the Diocese of Mangalore serving as the Parish Priest of
Ranipura and Fr. Prem Prakash D’Souza a priest of the Redemptorist Congregation working
at Jamkhandi Mission of Belgaum Diocese. Fr. Thomas D’Souza’s Sister Mrs. Remezia
D’Souza’s son Fr. Abel D’Souza belongs to Mangalore Diocese serves as Parish Priest at
Uppinagady and daughter Sr. Maria Lobo is working at missions in Zambia, South Africa.
His another sister Mrs. Dulcine D’Souza’s daughter Sr. Cicilia Crasta belongs to Salesian
Sisters of is presently serving at Lonavala in Pune.

Fr. Thomas D’Souza completed his Primary and High school education at Bela and
completed his minor and major Seminary studies at St. Joseph’s Seminary, Jeppu,
Mangalore and was ordained as priest for the Diocese of Mangalore, on May 5th 1973. After
his ordination he was appointed as the Asst. Parish Priest at Karkal Town Parish.
Thereafter, he served as the Parish Priest of Nelikar, Kalathur, Kayyar, Bellur and
Sidhakatte Parishes of Mangalore Diocese respectively.

For the first time in the year 1998, with the Bishop of Mangalore Emeritus Bp. Aloysius
D’Souza, he visited the Bidar Mission which was then the mission of Mangalore Diocese.
There in Bidar Mission, he found the ‘Call’ within his ‘Call’ to serve Bidar Mission and then
expressed it to then Bishop of Mangalore Emeritus Most Rev. Aloysius D’Souza, and also
the then Episcopal Vicar for Bidar Mission Rev. Fr. Robert Miranda, presently the Bishop
of Gulbarga.

In the year 2000, he came to Bidar Mission and took up the assignment as the Asst.
Director of Holy Cross Mission Center at Santhpur, Aurad Taluka and later as an Asst.
Director of Kristha Ashrama, Kaudiyal of Basavakalyan Taluka. In the year 2005, when the
new Diocese, Diocese of Gulbarga was formed, from 20t May 2006 onwards he served as
the Parish Priest of St. Thomas Church (2006) Shahabad from 3t June 2008 onwards in
the Chancery of Bishop’s house Gulbarga for 3 years. From June 2011 onwards as
Spiritual Director to the Minor Seminarians at Sacred Heart Minor Seminary, Sirnur,
Gulbarga for 6 years. From 7th May 2017 onwards for the last four years he served Bhalki
Misson as the Spiritual Director for the Infant Jesus Shrine Bhalki. He desired to be in
Gulbarga Diocese till the retirement and requested the Bishop not to give him a transfer. He
served as a Priest for 48 years, 27 years in the Dioceses of Mangalore and 21 years in the
Diocese of Gulbarga.

Fr. Thomas D’Souza was known for his spirituality, simplicity, humility, obedience,
creativity, hard work, and dedicated service. He was a very friendly and jovial person and
spoke well of others at all times. He was a man of prayer, strong in faith in Christ Jesus,
followed disciplinary life, dressed neatly he would everyday avail himself to the people in his
own simple ways to strengthen the simple faith of the simple people in the mission centers.
He was silently supporting many people by spiritual direction, counseling and providing the
moral support in their struggles of life. As a committed priest, he was very much
interested in seeking the souls for Christ through his wisdom filled simple way of
communication to the people.

At the infant Jesus Shrine, he was a great and powerful Counselor to the simple people who
had lots of hurts and pains in their lives. He was giving them courage and strength to bear
their sickness and pain with Christian faith, hope and equanimity. As he was known for his
spiritual direction and counseling, many couples and young people were going to him for
guidance and counseling. He had a great love for the needy and the poor and those who
were in distress. Fr. Thomas was ever ready to offer Masses and to administer the
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sacraments to the sick. His steady and loving communication with all his family members
made him an affectionate family member, from whom they were seeking guidance always.

Towards the end he was sick just for a week and taking treatment. And we never thought
that his end would come so soon. His death is a great shock and loss to all of us. But God’s
plan for him was different. ‘So let us resign ourselves to God’s holy willl’

In the death of Fr. Thomas D’Souza, we have lost one of the exemplary and dedicated
priests of both the Dioceses. We shall continue to pray for the repose of his soul, in
gratitude remember all the services that he had rendered for all of us in both the Dioceses.
On behalf of all the clergy, religious and lay faithful of both Dioceses, I wish to express my
heartfelt sympathies to his relatives and friends, especially to Rev. Fr. Fredrick D’Souza, Fr.
Jaya Prakash D’Souza, Fr. Prem Prakash D’Souza, Fr. Abel Lobo, Sr. Juliana D’Souza, Sr.
Maria Lobo and Sr. Cicilia Crasta. May the Lord grant all of them the strength and courage
to bear this irreparable loss with unshakable Christian faith.

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord; and let the perpetual Light shine upon him. And may
his soul rest in Peace!

13-4-2021 Fr. Santhosh Dias
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CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF INDIA (CBCI)

aale akichana, Mew Delhi-110030 India

CCHC Contra, 1 Ashak Place, Near
gl «

Cardinal Oswald Gracias
Presadent

Yaur Lminence! Your Gruce! Your Exeel lency

| Standing Commillee meeting on Wednesday and Thursday April 27 und 28

Yo had a fin

2021 ard discussed several mavers. The minutes will come 1o you luter, But in & couple ol days

Il get back to vow with inlormation abon el we discossed.

v are having a united campaien of fasting and praver on Triday May 7, 20211

A vou b
am forwsrding 1o vou a suggested Preyer Service for the cccasion. Please adapt it your own

lecal situntion,

W are pesting reports o many of our Priests and Nuns being affectad all aver the country ard

s over televizion, We do pray that the

aven ol several deaths. We saw heart rendering seen

worst is over with the arrival of aid and medica! equipment from all over the world, We will

doto help in the siueiion,

+ épw' ééf "‘_
e -

B Oswald Cardinal Gra
Archbishop of Bombay &
Fresident CRCT

awch

discuss with Caritas Inudia and CHATL what more the ¢

Kind regards aed best wishes

May |, 2021

Rzn . Arch Bishop's Fouse, 21, Mathalal Parekh Marg, Mumbai A00001 Tl 022-22021083 Mab. @ 401 9997 98 Ga2
e-mail: diccesebor agreail com
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