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“Earth is our mother.
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SUMMARY OF THE ENCYCLICAL LETTER LAUDATO S1 |~ 28ex cozs
OF POPE FRANCIS ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME -~~~

To truly grasp Pope Francis' message, you'll have to read Laudato Si' more than once.
This is just the summary of Laudato Si. To write this document, Pope Francis, relies on
thousands of years of Catholic teaching and calls all of us to live our faith, by caring for our
common home.

Whatis Laudato Si'?

Laudato Si' is an encyclical of Pope Francis published in May 2015. The focus of the
eacyclical is on care for the natural environment and all people. And still broader, the
questions of the relationship between God, humans, and the Earth. The encyclical's subtitle
is, “Care for Our Common Home". It is addressed to “every living person on this planet” (LS
3). Hence, it is offered as part of an ongoing dialogue within the Catholic Church and
between Catholics and the wider world.

What does Laudato Si' mean?

Laudato Si' means “Praise be to You.” Its a part of a quotation from St. Francis of Assisi's,
“Canticle of the Creatures”. In this the saint praises God by meditating on the goodness of
sun, wind, earth, water, and other natural forces. So Laudato Si' calls us not only to respect
the earth but also praise and honor God for such a beautiful creation.

What are the main sections of Laudato Si'?

In the 1% chapter, the current problems related to the environment are discussed. This
includes pollution, climate change, water scarcity, loss of biodiversity, and global
inequality.

The 2™ chapter takes Bible as a source of insight. The creation stories of Genesis are
interpreted as demanding responsible cultivation and protection of nature. It sheds light on
the past attempts of Justifying the absolute human domination on other species, and calls it
“not a correct interpretation of the Bible” (LS 67). Fufther the world is portrayed as a gift, a
message, and acommon inheritance of all people.

The 3" chapter explores social trends and ideologies that have caused environmental
problems. The problems are, unreflective use of technology, an impulse to manipulate and
control nature, separating humans from the environment, narrowly-focused economic
theories, and moral relativism.

Chaper 4 gives the encyclical's main solution to ongoing social and environmental
problems. It affirms that humans are part of a broader world and calls us to find solutions
considering the interactions within natural systems themselves and with social systems (LS
139). The chapter also expands ecosystems of science of ecology, to consider the ethical and
spiritual dimensions of how humans are meant to relate to each other and the natural world,
considering culture, family, community, virtue, religion, and respect for the common good.




The 5th chapter applies the concept of integral ecology to political life. Further, it calls for
international agreements to protect the environment and assist low-income countries, new
national and local policies, inclusive and transparent decision-making, and an economy
ordered to the good of all.

The last chapter has the applications to personal life. In this chapter the encyclical
recommends a lifestyle focused less on consumerism and more on timeless, enduring
values. It calls for environmental education, to find joy in one's surroundings, for civic love,
and for an “ecological conversion”.

How does Laudato Si' relate to past Catholic teaching?

In the past, Pope St. John Paul II taught on numerous occasions about our duty towards
the nature. In 1991, he gave a encyclical named Centesimus Annus. In that he writes about
nature as a gift, from God and the need for humans to cooperate with God in promoting the
rightly ordered flourishing of the environment (CA 37). Further, he develops a connection
between natural ecology and “human ecology” (CA 38). Even Pope Benedict has given the
similar teachings in his 2009 encyclical Caritas in Veritate (CV 48-52).

So the teaching in Laudato Si', and its vision of an integrated approach to concern for all
people and the environment has roots in Scripture and the history of Catholic thought. But
Laudato Si' is unique in its teachings because, Pope Francis has developed and expanded
these themes at length in a prominent way, devoting an entire encyclical to the topic of
environment.

What does Laudato Si' say about climate change?

Climate change is indeed one of the most prominent topics of Laudato Si'. The encyclical
speaks in detail about the moral imperative to address it and the threat of the climate crisis
has grown more severe since the encyclical's publication.

Climate change is “one of the principal challenges facing humanity in our day” (LS 25).
And Laudato Si' affirms the that human activity is the primary driver of this climate change
(LS 23). Further, the encyclical boldly brings out that existing efforts to reduce climate
change have been deeply inadequate. The main reason is "many of those who possess more
resources and economic or political power seem mostly to be concerned with masking the
problems or concealing their symptoms” (LS 26).

The encyclical suggests many ways to reduce climate change for example, the
development of renewable energy sources, a transition to energy efficient methods of
production and transportation (LS 26), a switch from coal and oil to solar and wind power
and the increased protection of tropical forests is also discussed (LS 38-39).

What does Laudato Si' say about the poor?

One of the key theme of Laudato Si' is that efforts to reduce climate change and to help
people in poverty. The encyclical says that it would be wrong to cut emissions in a way that




harms the marginalized in society or places. It will load an unmanageable burden on very
poor countries. The encyclical states that, “We are faced not with two separate crises, one
environmental and the other social, but rather with one complex crisis which is both social
and environmental. Strategies for a solution demand an integrated approach to combating
poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded, and at the same time protecting nature” (LS 139).

The encyclical argues on behalf of the low-income countries, because these countries are
expected to suffer the worst effects of climate change and need financial assistance to adopt
the measures against climate change. (LS 25). The encyclical lays a duty on rich countries to
take the lead in reducing their own emissions and to provide funds to developing countries
seeking to do the same (LS 170-173). Laudato Si' also speaks for the migrants due to climate
change, and calls on people to welcome and support these environmental refugees (LS 25).

What is Laudato Si' asking people to do?

Laudato Si' outlines few practical steps for a individual including prayer and
contemplation, learning more about nature, observance of the Sabbath day of rest and
reduced participation in materialistic forms of consumer culture. Yet another simple but
strong step could be giving thanks at mealtime (LS 227). It can be a reminder of integral
ecology and an individual's relation to God, nature, and other people. In simple words, the
encyclical calls the catholics to connect thier positive memories and experiences of nature
with faith, or linking spirituality with environmental awareness. However, Laudato Si' is
clear that many environmental problems are beyond individuals and are subjected to
economic and political systems.

Besides, it asks the people of faith to get involved in politics and work for positive
change. Some of this can happen at the local level through the formation of renewable energy
cooperatives and similar initiatives (LS 179). Other work can be done through non-
governmental groups, such as the Laudato Si' Movement. In addition, the encyclical calls on
Catholics to work for long-term common good and not for short-term gains (LS 178).

What does Laudato Si' predict for the future?

Laudato Si' sees future with hope. And to gain this hope, it discusses the threats facing
humans and the environment. The encyclical states, “All is not lost. Human beings, while
capable of the worst, are also capable of rising above themselves, choosing again what is
good, and making a new start, despite their mental and social conditioning” (LS 205).

Finally, this quote from the encyclical will makes us more responsible and shows the
beacon of hope. “ Although the post-industrial period [of the last few decades] may well be
remembered as one of the most irresponsible in history, nonetheless there is reason to hope
that humanity at the dawn of the twenty-first century will be remembered for having
generously shouldered its grave responsibilities” (LS 165).

Br. Ronald Pinto, St. Peter Seminary
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GNANA PRIYA HIGH SCHOOL
BASAVAKALYAN; BIDAR

Highest Percentage: 99.87.
Students appeared : 94
Students passed : 94*
Ml Distinctions :53%
; ] First class : 41*
4 Highest marks : 624/ 625*
Result : 100%
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