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STAR OF EPIPHANY

ISEPIPHANY AN ASTROLOGICAL PROOF?

“Epiphany” means “manifestation.” It comes from Greek roots that mean "to show, to
display" (phainein) and "on, to" (epi-). An epiphany is thus a time when something is
shown, displayed, or manifested to an audience. “The Epiphany is the manifestation of
Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God and Saviour of the world. The great feast of Epiphany
celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East, together with his
baptismintheJordan and the wedding feastat Canain Galilee.” (Reference from CCC)

In the magi, representatives of the neighbouring pagan religions, the Gospel sees the first-
fruits of the nations, who welcome the good news of salvation through the Incarnation.
The magi's coming to Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the king of the Jews shows that
they seekin Israel, in the messianiclight of the star of David, the one who will be king of the
nations. Their coming means that pagans can discover Jesus and worship him as Son of
God and Saviour of the world only by turning towards the Jews and receiving from them
the messianic promise as contained in the Old Testament.(Reference taken from The Spirit
ofthe Liturgy, pp.106-107).

Whatwas the star?

Some question whether the star was a natural phenomenon at all, pointing out that it
seems to lead the magi to Jerusalem, disappear, and then reappear and hover over the
house in Bethlehem.

But this isn’t what Matthew says. He does not say that the star led them to Jerusalem. They
merely report that they had seen the new king's star "in the east” (Matthew 2:2; that is,
back in their homeland), which is why they came to Jerusalem. When they had heard the
king they went their way; and the star which they had seen in the East went before them,
till it came to rest over the place where the child was [Matthew 2:9]. This does not
necessarily mean that the star appeared to move in the sky in a way that stars don't
ordinarily. Departing from Jerusalem at night, they may have noted on the short (6 mile)
trip to Bethlehem that the star was in front of them in the sky — a coincidence arranged by
divine providence. Then, when they got to the house, they noticed it was directly over the
house — again, a coincidence arranged by divine providence but not necessarily an
unusual motion for a star. Nevertheless, the question whether or not this was an
astronomically identifiable and classifiable celestial apparition was not going to go
away.(Reference from JesusofNazareth: The Infancy Narratives).

Does this mean astrology is okay?

No. All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up
the dead or other practices falsely supposed to “unveil” the future. Consulting horoscopes,
astrology ... contradict the honour, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone [CCC
2116].
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In the ancient world, the heavenly bodies were regarded as divine powers, determining
men's fate. The planets bear the names of deities. According to the concept prevailing at
the time, they somehow ruled over the world, and man had to try to appease these powers.

Gregory Nazianzen says that at the very moment when the Magi adored Jesus, astrology
came to an end, as the stars from then on traced the orbit determined by Christ (cf. Poem.
Dogm.V 55-64:PG37,428-429).

On entering the Gentile world, the Christian faith had to grapple once again with the
question of the astral divinities. Hence in the letters Paul writes from prison to the
Ephesians and the Colossians, he emphasizes that the risen Christ has conquered all the
powers and forces in the heavens, and that he reigns over the entire universe. The story of
the wise men's star makes a similar point: it is not the star that determines the child’s
destiny, itis the child thatdirects the star.

We are all called to be stars, to be saints, who help to lead others along the path toward
Christ, to show God's light by the way we live, speak, and act. That we can direct the world
in the light of Christ. Christ is our Star. We are all called to be light bearers by spreading the
values of Gospel. In this New Year, let us resolve, with the help of God's grace, not to be
afraid of the darkness and to follow
Him who is the light of the world.
United in Christ, guided by the Holy
Spirit, and assisted by the prayers of
Mary and the saints, may we live our
faith with courage and vitality in this
New Year!

/< FrVincent Pereira
MTCHT, Kalburagi
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