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Holy Father’s Intention for the Month: For mental health ministry Let us pray that the
mental health ministry be established throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma
and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brethren, Jai Christ!

1. The message of the Holy Father for World Mission Day 2026: Theme: “One in Christ,
United in Mission” On the occasion of the 100th World Mission Day, celebrated on 18 October
2026, Pope Leo XIV invites the Church to renew its missionary commitment under the theme
“One in Christ, United in Mission.” He calls all Christians to remain united in Christ,
strengthen fraternal communion, and participate in the mission of evangelization.

The Holy Father highlights three key aspects:

e One in Christ: To remain united with Christ, overcome divisions, and build reconciled
communities.
e United in Mission: Every baptized person is called to share in the Church’s mission
through cooperation and the gifts received.
e Mission to Love: To proclaim and live God's love, especially among the poor and those
in need.
The Pope encourages the faithful to support missionaries through prayer, missionary
vocations, personal witness and generous contributions. Every contribution, however small,
strengthens the Church’s missionary work. Let us celebrate World Mission Day with renewed
faith, unity and generosity, becoming witnesses of Christ’s love and instruments of
evangelization in our communities and throughout the world.

2. Jathra Utsav 2026: As per the decision taken at our first Jathra Meeting on 3rd September I
am happy to announce Jathra Utsav 2026 along with Infant Jesus Shrine Feast on 6-8
November 2026. Being the Year of Family, the theme of the Event shall be: &hodembdsd

DTY[A. VB AT, BEOOWTR Oz Teomsd)th. (Fe.80. 16:31). I am glad the preparations for

the Jathra Utsav 2026 are progressing on full swing. Various committees are actively involved in
organizing the Event. The Programme sheet is attached to this Circular. It is also essential to
motivate our mission and parish communities to engage in this Faith Event. As in the past, the
offertory collection on the first Sunday November 1 has been set aside for Jathra 2026. If you
need any further clarifications, do not hesitate to reach out to the Convener of the Jathra Utsav
- Fr David Anthony (Mob: 8861408025).Please read out/explain the Special Circular on Jathra
on Sundays. 4th October and 11th October.

In this ‘Year of Family’: We have decided to have Community Celebration of Marriages around
second week of Jan. All those who wish to get married may kindly enroll themselves with their
respective Parish Priest by the end of October 2026. Kindly motivate the marriageable to decide
and join the community celebration. It will cut down almost 75% of their expenses.

4. ONE MILLION CHILDREN PRAYING THE ROSARY (1-7 Oct 2026): I am happy to share with you
the invitation from Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) to participate in the worldwide prayer
initiative “One Million Children Praying the Rosary.” Pope Leo XIV will inaugurate this prayer
campaign on 1 October 2026 by praying the Rosary with children at the Lourdes Grotto in the
Vatican Gardens. All our parishes, schools and communities are encouraged to gather children
during 1-7 October to pray the Rosary for peace and unity. Let us encourage our children to
become instruments of peace through their simple and sincere prayer in all our homes.

October month is month dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary whose feast we celebrate on
October 7. Each Hail Mary is like offering a rose to Mary, and a full Rosary forms a garland in
her honor. The Mysteries help us reflect on the lives of Christ and Mary, guiding our spiritual
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growth. This month is a special time to renew devotion to the Rosary, praying it daily in
families. I urge Parish Priests and Mission Directors to organize community Rosaries and
encourage MCA children to lead rosary in their wards, in every home.

Clergy Annual Retreat

The annual retreat for clergy 2026 is scheduled from 15th - 20th November 2026. Please mark these
dates in your calendar and reserve these days for the Retreat.

6. Feast of St Theresa of the Child Jesus, the Little Flower, Patroness of the Missions,
(Oct 01): St. Therese of the Child Jesus, patron saint of missions, showed the power of prayer
and spiritual support for missionaries. Though illness confined her to the convent, she spread
the Gospel through prayer, letters and sacrifices. She reminds us that hardships draw us closer
to God and that even small acts of love lead us to Him. As we serve this mission diocese, may we
follow her example of passion for mission and dedication to spiritual growth.

7. Gandhi Jayanthi - A Day of Prayer for the Nation, (Oct 02): We honor the Father of the
Nation, the Great Soul (Mahatma) of our country and we reflect on Mahatma Gandhi's priceless
contribution to India's freedom, achieved through the principles of Truth and Ahimsa (non-
violence). Gandhi was not only the Father of our Nation but also a source of inspiration and
motivation for the entire world. As we commemorate his birthday, let us come together in prayer
for peace and harmony in India.

We are happy to share that Fr. Anil Crasta, Director of M.T.C.H., has been appointed as KRCBC Consultant
for Social Development in the region, in addition to his present responsibilities. We congratulate him and

/
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. Wwish him every success and God’s blessings in his new responsibility.

BISHOP’S PROGRAMME: OCTOBER 2026

02 -VidyaNidi — Loan distribution (Gulbarga)

03 - VidyaNidi - Loan (Bidar) distribution/ Jathra Meeting II

04 -Feast of St. Francis Assisi — Halbarga

08-09 -Ekamba — Kamal Nagar Visits

10 - Consultors Meeting

11 -MEP - Glb Deaneries

14 -Jeevan Jyothi Finale (11-14)

18 -Youth Retreat Mass

21-22 -St. Peter’s Missiology - MTH Students Exposure Pgm

24-25 -GDES - Sports / Cultural Competition (19 - 23)

25 -MEP - Bhalki Zone

29 - Blessing of Renovation of Bethany Convent, Jalasangi

31 -Jathra Meeting III

7+ I

Kripalaya, Bishop’s House 1 Robert Miranda
01 October 2026 Bishop of Gulbarga

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR FATHERS AND SISTERS

01 Sr. Tresian BS, Jalasangi 22 | Fr. William SCSC, Afzalpur

02 Fr. Kuriakose Puthenpurayil SDB, Kalaburagi | 24 | Sr. Mary Murmu FSSH, Afzalpur

04 Sr. Veena Francy BS, Hebal 24 | Sr. Veronica Hembrom SSA, Wadi

08 Sr. Celine D’Souza SCCG, Kalaburagi 25 | Sr. Linda CSST, Shahabad

10 Sr. Maria Shanthi D’ Souza SRA, Santpur 26 | Fr. Ancy Vion Lobo, Santpur

10 Sr. Karuna Tangare FSSH, Afzalpur 27 | Fr. Roque N. D’ Souza, Chincholi

11 Sr. Chandrakala D’ Souza SHM, Sedam 27 | Fr. William Miranda OCD, Kadaganchi
15 Sr. Arogya Mary CK UFS Shorapur 27 | Sr. Edna D’ Mello SAP, Basvaklayan
17 | Sr. Nirmala Joseph SCCG, Kankal 28 | Sr. Lilly Vas RNDM, Duphatmahagoa
21 Fr. Ruben NJ SDB , Kalaburagi 31 | Sr. Lucy D’Souza UFS, Vijayapura

HAPPY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY DEAR FATHERS

02 | Fr.Sumanbalu SJ, Vijayapura 04 | Fr.Sharun D’Souza, SJ, Sindagi
02 | Fr.Praveen Kumar, SJ, Vijayapura 18 | Fr.Vishal D’Souza SJ, Sindagi
02 | Fr. C John Baptist, SJ, Vijayapura 18 | Fr. Kevin Sequeira SJ, Vijayapura
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Dear Managers and HMs,

There will be an Inter-School Sports Competition conducted for GDES schools on 24th
October 2026 at 10:00 a.m. at Chandrashekar Patil Stadium (Kalaburagi) and Cultural
Competitions on 25th October 2026 at 10:00 a.m. at St. Mary School, Kotnoor. All Managers
and HMs are requested to mark these dates and encourage maximum student participation, as
these competitions will help our students discover their talents, build confidence, teamwork
and sportsmanship. Further details will be communicated shortly, and let us make these
events a joyful celebration of the talent and unity of our GDES family. ,

News September 2026

Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting (29 August 2026): The Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting was held at Mother
of Divine Grace Cathedral, Gulbarga. Bishop Robert Miranda encouraged the members in their pastoral mission. As
part of the Year of the Family, Mr. Monthu Moras and Mrs. Vinetha D’Souza of Missionary Families for Christ shared
practical insights on family life and pro-life values, followed by a video message by Mr. Leslie Arouza.

Feast of St. Monica Celebrated (30 August 2026) : The Women’s Cells of Sacred Heart Church and Holy Cross
Church, Santhpur, celebrated the Feast of St. Monica with prayer, reflection, fellowship and activities. The women
were encouraged to follow St. Monica’s example of faith, perseverance and dedication to family life.

Youth Get-Together at Halbarga (30 August 2026): A youth gathering was held at St. Francis of Assisi Church,
Halbarga, with 25 youth participating. The programme included a Holy Hour, faith reflection, election of new youth
office bearers and fellowship activities.

Bidar Deanery Recollection (3 September 2026): The Bidar Deanery Recollection was held at Infant Jesus Shrine,
Bhalki, with priests, religious and parish representatives participating. The programme included recollection,
Confessions and Holy Mass, followed by the first planning meeting for the Infant Jesus Jathra.

Al Training for Teachers (4 September 2026): An Al Tools Training Programme was held at Divya Jyothi English
Medium School, Bhalki, to introduce teachers to the practical use of Artificial Intelligence in education and
communication. Al Training for Priests and Religious (14 September 2026): An Al Training Programme for priests
and religious sisters of Bidar Zone was conducted at Bidar, focusing on the practical use of Al in pastoral ministry
and Church activities.

Feast of St. Teresa of Kolkata at Humnabad (6 September 2026): The Feast of St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata was
celebrated at St. Mother Teresa Chapel, Humnabad, with the participation of a large number of faithful. The
celebration renewed the commitment to continue her mission of love, compassion and service.

Parish Priests and Mission Directors please submit the A/C of Parish/ Mission Centre up to
September 30th. Kindly follow the following schedule: Please submit Receipt books, Bills &
vouchers and updated passbhook

06-10-2026 | Hulsoor, Muchalamba and Kawadyal centre, Jalasangi Centre, Ekamba Centre (Church & Pre Pry)

07-10-2026 | Itga (Church & Pre Pry) and Talamadagi centres, Shahapur (Church & Pre Pry),

08-10-2026 | Santhpur Centre (Church, Pre Primary & villages)

09-10-2026 | Ujini Centre (Church & Villages), Chincholli

12-10-2026 | St. Joseph Church Bidar (Church, Eng Med Pre Pry, Kan Med Pre Pry & Mt Carmel)

13-10-2026 | Sacred Heart Church Bidar (church & Pre Pry)

14-10-2026 | Shahapur (Church & Pre Pry), Chincholli

15-10-2026 | Shorapur & Hebbal

16-10-2026 | Shahabad (Church & Pre Pry), Wadi, Chittapur, Sedam

17-10-2026 | Bhalki (church, Shrine, Pre Pry)

Prison Ministry: Raksha Bandhan Programme at Sedam Prison (2 September 2026): A Raksha Bandhan
programme was organized for prison inmates by Kripa Nilaya and Prison Ministry in collaboration with Shishu Vihara
School. The programme included a reflection on fraternity and transformation, games and fellowship. Vocational
Course Certificates at Bidar Jail (7 September 2026): Seventeen prison inmates at District Jail, Bidar, were
honoured with certificates after successfully completing an Electrical Fitting Course. The training aimed at
supporting their rehabilitation and future employment opportunities. Free Eye Camp at Aurad Sub-Jail (23
September 2026): A free eye camp was organized for inmates of Aurad Sub-Jail by PMI, Aurad Zone, in collaboration
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with Dr. Salin’s Hospital, Bidar. Fifteen inmates received eye check-ups, and seven were identified for spectacles.
Youth Outreach at Bidar District Jail (19 September 2026): The youth of Holy Cross Church, Santhpur, visited
Bidar District Jail as part of their social outreach ministry. Through songs, a skit and motivational messages, they
shared hope, dignity, compassion and encouragement with the inmates.

Padre Pio Block Inaugurated at Mother Teresa Charitable Hospital (7 September 2026) :Mother Teresa
Charitable Hospital, Kalaburagi, inaugurated the Padre Pio Block and launched four healthcare initiatives: Manasa
Jyothi, Mother Care, Divya Sparsha and Arogya Sathi, focusing on mental health, palliative care, rehabilitation and
home-based nursing. The programme was presided over by Bishop Robert Michael Miranda.

Pastoral Visit to Hulsoor (6-7 September 2026): Bishop Robert Michael Miranda made a pastoral visit to St.
Antony Church, Hulsoor. He administered Confirmation to eight children, celebrated Mass in the mission villages and
met the PPC, MCA, Youth and Women’s groups, encouraging greater participation in parish life and mission.

The Half-Yearly Evaluation of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan (DPP) and the Council of Priests (COP) Meetings are
scheduled for 12 November 2026. Since the month of October is already filled with various diocesan
programmes and Jathara events, we are informing you well in advance. Kindly mark the date in your

calendar and make vourselves availahle for hoth meetinos.

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Celebrated (8 September 2026): The Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary was celebrated with devotion in several parishes and mission centres, including Gulbarga, Bidar, Halbarga,
Santhpur, Itga, Sedam and surrounding villages. The celebrations included novenas, processions and blessing of the
new harvest, Holy Eucharist, Girl Child Day and fellowship. At Mother of Divine Grace Cathedral, over 2,300 people
were served through Annadasoha and 10 children received First Holy Communion.

Teachers Honoured for Dedicated Service (10 September 2026): Sr. Roseline Paul SMMI, aged 85, received the
Best Teacher Award in Chitguppa Taluk. She has served in education since 1965 and has dedicated herself to the
holistic development of students.

Year of the Family Night Vigil (13 September 2026): Sacred Heart Church, Bidar, held a Night Vigil for the Year of
the Family with the theme, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” The vigil
included the Rosary, Eucharistic Adoration, healing prayers and Holy Mass, strengthening family faith and unity.
Free Dental Camp at St. Mary’s School (19 September 2026): A free dental camp was conducted at St. Mary’s
School, Kotnoor, in collaboration with Al-Badar Dental College and Hospital. A total of 731 people underwent dental
check-ups and received guidance on oral health.

Kutumba Jyothi (20 September 2026): Kutumba Jyothi 2026 brought together 100 Catholic hostel children from
10 hostels for a day of competitions, fellowship and talent development. The programme included Holy Mass, various
individual and group competitions, and prize distribution.

Feast of St. Padre Pio at Konmelkunda (23 September 2026) : The Feast of St. Padre Pio Church, Konmelkunda,
was celebrated with a candlelight procession, prayers, devotional bhajans and the participation of the faithful.

Other Parish Celebrations (September 2026) : The Diocese also celebrated the feasts of Mary Help of Christians at
Yadgir, Our Lady of Sorrows at Afzalpur, Our Lady of Good Health at New Manigampur, and other parish and mission
feasts with prayer, Holy Eucharist and fellowship.
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= Month of the Rosar
B - Pray the Rosary...

Find peace, find Jesus,
Sfind Mary.

e

J

NECROLOGY
We regret to inform you of the passing away of:
e Mr. Madalai Muthu (61), elder brother of Sr. Arputa FMM, Chincholli.
e  Mr Bonaventure Noronha The father of Sr. Genevieve Noronha, SCCG, Bhalki.
e Ms. Benny D’Souza (92), sister of Sr. Rose Ann.BS, Kalaburagi.
Let us remember the departed souls in our prayers and pray for eternal rest and consolation to their

& hereaved families. J
Bishop’s Circular, October 2026 www.gulbargadiocese.org




W0 eI a'g’)eazsgcg mmegp, a;oc%.

QJ00T 6-8 IT0T® 2026
H3ReS
TH 3RTY 58¢0N AXBRCTT TRPCTOONT,

0 ) ©

BE STHEBOZ B BOTFP 0O ODERDT  TDEQFEIT  PTY, WWIDBI, QB JWowT 6~ 8 Tow
ROPTOOT ©wBOFITF e B3 TY, WUIHY AWQTD, LeITRTE TN STIRIES. 8 TOPIT ST
SR TBeIT FHOD TN, STTBOOT B DIYINOT B WOTY WVIT SWORNTY TOLIRRAREED. T3e:T,

L0 ORERNT FTO BICTFTNON TZTOTCED.

83 TOSNT J9Y FIAWE TOTOIPICD TINP FTOINOMRN TWONHIT 0T BIITYT I, LTYR AFODR
BNT. STTBOOT T[SO3ROW FOTROT ALY JYNY RITI), WNRRR TOTOIPT|0IRe0. T3, DTYFB/I),
ROPORPEED. LROONERNT 3&IVONT), TFLALCD. DT FLOTNRY THOTNW, FJ, PNICHT TPNRL 307,
TROT  TOXET Tene MO TROT  IWE ATAD B RTCIRG, JIFOOD, TREW  AHTORLTN
DTJOSRIES. TEBETF TOTOIPIONZ, VX WIHEWT' 2 00T IJPowT 8 T Joit BRI OIFp  FRRY
WIDTNT. Jexy TOWOIPE, FTRWTON TORDED, ITEFTTOINTOT I FeDT WOZREES BWOR BNOWITON
EPATY ey PGP SNXTON  ARMN TRFFS BPTRL, TOTIRCTE SOTL, wOTRE VAFTLD TTOD

D — T
TR

9, 0T, WIRT OINYY THT, IIWT T GPVIT  WITRACH TOTT VI TORRT  FOOF T
QIRT. TBYT OINYY TTIINCDS, BERBeBBY POONCNIT TIFT, SHNIDITHMON TRFFS, [PTXE
TOOSMON TRPFS. NIV TOONFTT QNI ITHOFLY  TOINAWD,  FIF LN QT ReI BT
%od@@dbdda. N0, 6@6&3?\803363 T @oﬁao NeWITD  ROTRPFWON  ITTOR ame Hews  ewedezon

NTOETZe,.

WTY, YI[Y, WIBIRY, DWF QWPTOOT IWOWT' 0M¢ [BRTOT ZORV[ITTOTD  BeTOODNTY  FONTOT

VHWDO  FOLSTONZY, — WOTY YLITTN  JeweIeTN  DTJOSRIES. TYT  DWFTON YT BIIIOT I,
ToEIBODNT, Ve@eeToN DJOSWIEI. TG WeN0W FFK 500/- TRTWOD R ABTORLICTN  DTOSTOIES.
SRTOOW WD TRT (3000/-) 8o3wn eV, Frdd JeRTBION BT FREOD BRTLY FTYIFSOMIY.

YOTHT IJANOT ), WO VRO, LIPOONCRNT SHETFTRAPT TOZTINO DOTW FTICWZES.

QIQOMR 230D TNS 2 ODAI,

3 TOO0D, FOLOTN tes8e TP, TOWEFF WTP0T
01-10-2026 qsmrqsgda, m%ﬁr qsmgﬁeg

(38 WERSODT), TRZOTTBOW (04-10-2026) RIJON @O Tevederon AT0S)

Bishop’s Circular, October 2026 www.gulbargadiocese.org



DIOCESE OF GULBARGA
o INFANT JESUS FEAST

=) BHALKIJHATRA 2026

i’
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V"~ BHALKI JHATRA PROGRAMME DATES

DATE PROGRAMME / ACTIVITY
3-09-2026 First Jhatra Meeting
27-09-2026 Zonal-Level Cultural Competition
2-11-2026 Padayatra Begins
3-10-2026 Second Jhatra Meeting
10-10-2026 Deanery-Level Cultural Competition

11 to 14-10-2026 | Jeevan Jyothi Camp at Bhalki

15-10-2026 Sports — Open to All: Volleyball, Throw Ball & Tug of War

16-10-2026 Sports for Priests and Religious

17 to 18-10-2026 | Youth Retreat at Bhalki

18-10-2026 Parish-Level Bible Quiz

24-10-2026 Final Mega Bible Quiz

25-10-2026 Family Enrichment Programme at Bhalki
31-10-2026 Third Jhatra Meeting

1-11-2026 Inter-Religious Dialogue

1-11-2026 Bhalki Jhatra Flag Hoisting

3-11-2026 Press Conference

4&5-11-2026 Final Preparations (physical work)

. 6,7 & 8-11-2026 | BHALKI JHATRA 2026 .
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